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3" A 'tederal magistrate has ruled that a series of Te- i
ligious services: held in the-Pentagon’s public conc-:| -

" ourse area,.violates.the - First Amendment’s _provi-:+| . -
- .- sion:of the separation.of church and state.-..” . 77 N -
1A Pentagon spokesman said yesterday that the'de-" .
. - ¢ision by Judge Quin Elson would be studied to de--|
termine its effects on the Pentagon. Pulpit Program, -}
 begun in 1942 by;President Franklin D. Roosevelt.."" =},

. ., Elson’s six-page.decision came im the case ‘of any|-

. . antwar activist, John T. Shiel, 59, of 1329 N St. NW,

~ho ‘was arrested Nov. 23, 1977, and sentenced to::
“spend 30 days in jail for disruption a Thanksgiving |
Day religlous service at the Peatagon. ... R
.. “In his decisicn released- this week, Elson dis-+
" mitsved the case against Shiel and wrote that the |
~programs—could b¢ conducted in a rooud or audito- |-
#: ‘I3 OpYOSEq to an area near commercial shops “f:
and—he-Metro subway.”. Holding the services in a
Fublic area, Elson wrote, was a violation of the con-
. stitutionally guaranteed provision separating church
and states’ 4 toemi VPl o
_*~ According to Sebastian Graber; “Shiel's attorney,. |- i -
“{he Pentagon’s July -4 service was'held in a 300-seat | . - ) - -
* auditorium, which is not located in a public area of .
“tha. Defense Department bujlding. Graber said he
was pleased by Elson’s decision, which “removes the
_stamp of religious approval on. American defense ac-’
| tivitins® Assistant' U.S: Attorney -John J. Klein said /|
- - -- -yesterday.-he has ;not..Gecided - whether - to. appeal [ |
Judge Elson’s decision. . e TR e T =i
- In the past. guest speakers at the Pulpit Program, |
which a Pentagon chaplain testified was designed to ’
appeal to “a religious mzjority view,” have included .
the Rev.. Billy Graham, Bishop Fulton J. Sheen and
Norman Viocent Peale,  —....i%f o “.indos IS HEN B
-~ Shiel, a member of the Community for Creative
Nou-Violence which has staged numerous Washing- ]
"{on protests “over the Pproliferation of nuclear weap-" |’ . ’ .
ons, said that during the religlous service he walked " -
to the front of the audiénce, stood with his back to a.
minister who was preaching and began to address
the crowd. .. .. (_ Teehes et ko2 QSR IR
When Sheil refused Yo sit down, he was arreste
and. taken. to: Magistrate’s’ Court in Alexandria
where he pleaded not guilty: He was found guilty
ond sentenced to spend 30 days in jail ot pay a $50
fine. Shel served eight days of his sentence and
" appealed his conviction. cpre S T, S
Last January, District Court Judge ‘Albert V. '},
. Bryan Jr. reversed Shiel’s conviction and remanded - |
{he case to Judge Elson, directing him to hold hear-
. ings to determine whether Shiel's case. involved
. First Amendment dugst!oqs."i‘ AN A e
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